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A G R E E D   M I N U T E S

The meeting of the representatives:

 of The British Council :

· Dr. Robert Monro, director of the British Council Office in Ljubljana,

-     Ms. Dora Glassford Cimerman, Science and Exchanges Manager

and of The Ministry of Higher Education, Science and Technology of the Republic of Slovenia and of the Slovenian Research Agency:

· Ms. Dagmar Szilagy, Ministry of Higher Education, Science and Technology of the 

      Republic of Slovenia, deputy Head for Sector of International Co-operation

· Ms. Alenka Kocjan, Ministry of Higher Education, Science and Technology, Department for International Scientific Co-operation,

· Dr. Boris Pukl, SRA – Scientific Research Agency, Undersecretary for Scientific International Co-operation ,

· Mag. Erik Potočar, Ministry of Economy,

· Ms. Petja Stanovnik, SRA, Adviser

took place on 6 January 2005. It was held in the premises of the Ministry.of Higher Education, Science and Technology of the Republic of Slovenia.. The purpose of the meeting was to reach a decision regarding the financial support of the Partnerships in Science Projects (PSP) for the period from 1 January   till  31 December 2005.

Heads of both delegations emphasized the importance of the project-co-operation between Slovene and British research and scientific  institutions and researchers as well as the growing interest for  co-operation in the field of science and technology.

Both parties agreed to stimulate bilateral co-operation which could be the basis for joint participation in FP 5 and FP 6 of EU and other multilateral programmes. 

The other two partners of the Slovene delegation presented the fields of international scientific and international technological co.operation as well as the procedure of how the Slovene proposals of the projects are evaluated.

The Slovene evaluation of the proposals of the projects is realized by the Department for Scientific Research  of the Ministry of Higher Education, Science and Technology of the Republic of Slovenia and the Slovene Research Agency according to the estimated marks:

· A – excellent

· A´- excellent

· B´- excellent

· B – conditionally  accepted

· C – not accepted (rejected)

The British side – the projects are informed by the Research Assesment Exercise (RAE) on the basis of the following marks:

· 5*- departments with over 50% of research output at interntational level

· 5 – departments with under 50% at international level

· 4 – departments with national level standards

Evaluating the projects to be financed in the framework of the PSP Programme the following criteria were considered:

     ° scientific excellence

     ° SCI index

     ° COBISS

     ° the number of published articles  in our and foreign professional publications

     ° mutually agreed fields of research

     ° centralizing to applicative research and technology and less to the basic sciences

     ° capability for marketing

     ° priority to  projects with possibility of seeking subsequent EU funding within 

        EU science programmes

     ° benefits for the Slovene and the British side

     ° other possible sources of co-financing

     ° supporting project co-operation also in different parts of the UK (Scotland, Wales, North 

       Ireland and England)

     ° involvement of young researchers

     ° technology transfer


     ° new partnerships 

Both sides examined  30  proposals for the projects which were submitted in accordance with the Call for proposals in the framework of the programme »Partnerships in Science« (PSP), published by the Ministry of Higher Education, Science and Technology of the Republic of Slovenia and British Council  on 14 June 2004 and open till October 22, 2004.

The list of applications for the  PSP – 2005 programme was considered and it was mutually agreed  that the following projects would be supported:

· new project, projects confirmed  -  12 projects,

· extension of the projects – 12 projects

· co-operation by e-mail suggested for 2 projects

· rejected projects – 4 projects

In the list of proposed projects PSP – 2005 

      PSP 1/2005

· CAMP Imaging Biomolecular Networks in Living Fungal Cells II
National Institute of Chemistry , Department for Biotechnology and Industrial Mycology , Dr. Mojca Benčina

      University of Edinburgh, Fungal Cell Biology Group, Institute of Cell and Molecular   

      Biology , Dr. Nick D. Read  - extension of the project; last year of support as the project has 

       been running for the past 4 years,
PSP 2/2005

· Investigation of ERG Stimuli for Use in Infants without Sedation
University Medical Centre  Ljubljana, dr. Jelka Brecelj,

Eye Clinic Visual Electrophysiology Unit, Dr. Dorothy Thompson – new project,; project  confirmed

      PSP 3/2005

-  Simultaneous Determination of Viscoelastic Material Function
University Ljubljana, Faculty of Mechanical Engineering, prof.dr. Igor Emri

University of Manchester, Department of Mathematics, Dr. Julius Kaplunov – extension of the last year´s  project  proposal – project confirmed

      PSP 4/2005

-   Environmental Impact  of Veterinary Medicines

University Ljubljana,Veterinary Faculty , dr. Nevenka Kožuh Eržen

University of York, dr. Allistair Boxall – new project,   project confirmed

     PSP 5/2005

· An Investigation into the Potential of Keratinase Enzyme to Enhance Drug  

Delivery to the Nail 
National Institute of Chemistry Ljubljana, Dr. Jožica Friedrich

School of Pharmacy, University of London, Dr.Sudaxshina Murdan – extension of the project-    

      project confirmed

     PSP 6/2005

· The Function of the Raidd Gene in the Developing Embryo

University of Ljubljana, Biotechnical Faculty, Dr. Simon Horvat

Roslin, Midlothian Institute, Dr. Jim McWhirr – extension of the project – project confirmed 
      PSP 7/2005

-    Emerging Bacterial Fish Diseases
University of Ljubljana, Veterinary Faculty, dr. Vlasta Jenčič

Herriot Watt University Riccarton  Edinburgh, Scotland, dr. Brian Austin, new project; project confirmed    

     PSP 8/2005

· Prevention of Collapse of Natural Slopes   

      Institute for Mining ,Geotechnology and Environment, Dr. Vojkan Jovičić

      University College London, Dept.of Civil & Environmental Engineering, Dr. Beatrice    

Baudet –  extension of the project; project confirmed
      PSP 9/2005

-   A Study of Crystal Growth in New Metal Modified Mechanisms in Zeolitic Materials Studied by Atomic Force Microscopy 
National institute of Chemistry , Laboratory for Inorganic Chemistry and Technology,

Prof.  Venčeslav Kaučič

Centre for Microsphorous Materials , UMIST, Chemistry Department, Prof. Michael W. Andersen – extension of the project; project confirmed

      PSP 10/2005

· A Hydrogen-Storage Device for Low-Cost, Environmentally Friendly Transportation

      Jožef Stefan Institute, Dr. Spomenka Kobe

      University of Birmingham, School of Metallurgy and Materials,  Prof.IR Harris – extension    

        of the project,  project confirmed

 PSP 11/2005

-      Identification of Genes involved in Potato Defense against Viruses

National Institute of biology , Ljubljana, dr. Maja Kovač

University of Cambridge, dr.Alex Murphy, dr. David Hanke – new project:project confirmed
PSP 12/2005

-    POPPIE – Promoting the Involvement of Older People in Partnership working

University of Maribor, School for Health and Physiotherapy, dr.Peter Kokol

Sheffield Hallam University , Faculty of Health and Wellbeing, dr. Gail Mountain – new project; project confirmed
      PSP 13/2005

-    Arylacrylates of Reactive Monomers for Monolithic Polymer Supports
University of Maribor, Faculty of Chemistry and Chemical Engineering, Dr. Peter Krajnc

University of Durham, Department of Chemistry, Dr. Neil Cameron – extension of the project
      PSP 14/2005

· Synthesis and Characterisation of Polymers from Renewable Sources
     National institute of Chemistry , Ljubljana, dr. Matjaž Kunaver

     University of Leeds, Prof. J.T. Guthrie – extension of the project

      PSP 15/2005  

· Developing  the Science Curriculum for Children with Special Educational Needs,

Office /Administration for Education of the Republic of Slovenia , dr. Aco Cankar: 

Association for Science , Education, other LEAs to be determined, Liz Singleton, new project ; project confirmed, the committee has decided to accept the new project after the new project leader was determined – dr. Aco Cankar)

PSP 16/2005

· Intelligent Advisory system for Effective Use of Finite Elements 

University of Maribor, Faculty of Mechanical Engineering dr. Marina Novak,

University of Bristol, Bristol BS35 England, dr. Trevor K.Hellen, new project, project confirmed
      PSP 17/2005

      -   Aerogels for Supercritical Applications 

University of Maribor, Faculty of Chemistry and Chemical Engineering, Prof.dr. Zoran Novak

University of Nottingham, Clean Technology Group, School of Chemistry, dr. Paul Hamley – extension of the project, project confirmed 

      PSP 18/2005

-     Traffic Scene Analysis for Advanced Mobile Wireless Image / Videocoder
University of Maribor , Faculty of Electrical Engineering and Computer Sciences, Dr. Peter Planinšič

School of Engineering and Mathematical Sciences, Dr.Panagiotis Liatsis -  extension of the project ; project confirmed
      PSP 19/2005

-     Molecular Basis of Symptoms Expression in Potato after Virus Infection 

      National Institute of Biology , Ljubljana, dr. Maja Ravnikar

      Central Science Laboratory York,dr. Neil Boonham – new project, project confirmed        

       PSP 20/2005

· Gene Expression associated with Apoptosis during the first Wave of   

Spermatogenesis     

      University of Ljubljana, Medical  faculty , dr. Irina Milisav Ribarič

      University of Cambridge ; department of Pathology , dr. Nabeel A. Affara, - new project,     

      project confirmed 

      PSP 21/2005

· In Situ Monitoring Approaches for Soils Contaminated with Arsenic and Other  Toxic Elements

Institute Jožef Stefan, Dr. Zdenka Šlejkovec

University of Exeter, Prof. Hylke J. Glass – extension of the project ; project confirmed

      PSP 22/2005

      -    The Biodiversity of Auchenrorrhyncha (Leafhoppers and Planthoppers)
      The Slovene Biological Institute, Ljubljana,dr. Tomi Trilar

      National Museums and Galleries of Wales , Head of Entomology Section, Dpt. of  

      Biodiversity, dr, Michael R Wilson – extension of the project; project confirmed 

       PSP 23/2005

      -   Drug delivers Systems in Medical Supplies
      University of Maribor, Faculty of Mechanical Engineering, dr. Bojana Vončina 

      University of Greenwich, prof. Martin Snowden, new project, project confirmed 

       PSP 24/2005

· Rapid Physical Habitat Assessment of Rivering Ecosystems Using GPS Based 

      Field Survey   
       LIMNOS – Applicative ecology enterprise, Požarnice – dr. Nataša Smolnar Žvanut

       University College Worcester Department  for Applied Sciences, Geography and                      

       Archeology, dr. Ian Maddock, new project, project confirmed              

The accepted projects will receive new project numbers , from 1 to 24, and will receive financial support by the Ministry of Higher Education, Science and Technology of the Republic of Slovenia/Slovene Research Agency and the British Council for the period from 1 January 2005 till 31 December 2005 : 

British Council will pay  the British project partner or his institution a travel grant of GBP 300 when travelling from  London to Slovenia and a travel grant of GBP 350 when travelling from elsewhere in the UK to Slovenia. Ministry of Higher Education, Science and Technology /Slovene Research Agency will cover the costs of accomodation and subsistence for the British project partner during his visit in Slovenia, up to the value of GBP 300.

British Council will pay the Slovene project partner or his institution a grant of GBP 300 towards accomodation  and subsistence for the visit of Slovene partner in the UK. Ministry of Higher Education, Science and Technology of The Republic of Slovenia /Slovene Research Agency will cover the costs of travel of the Slovene project partner to the UK up to the value of GBP 350.

All Partnerships in Science projects will be required to offer an opportunity for wider discussion of the project. This could include presentation on the given date at the Cafe Scientifique at the British Council, intended for scientists and general public, lectures to undergraduates and postgraduates, articles and interviews published in newspapers in Slovenia and/or UK, etc. This does not cover publications of papers in the scientific world or mentions at scientific and professional conferences. Any public presentantions of a project in the UK should include raising of awareness of Slovenia in  the UK.    

Funding will be available for one, up to 7 day visit to UK by the Slovene partner, and one, up to 7 day visit to Slovenia  by the UK partner. One month´ s notice is required for payments by the British Council. 

Reports are required after each visit and a Final Report by end of February 2006 by the British Council and copied to the Ministry of Higher Education, Science and Technology of the Republic of Slovenia /Slovene Research Agency .

The above grants are fixed, no receipts are required, only evidence that the visit took              place has to be prepared, i.e. report after the visit.

This procedure would then be the same in the Ministry of Higher Education, Science and Technology the Republic of Slovenia / Slovene Research Agency as it is in the British Council. It would make the programme and the administration the same in each organisation and the same also financially.

Of all the proposed projects, all were accepted, except the six listed below. that were rejected financing as they did not correspond with the Call of Proposals. They were more applying for the financial support for organization of seminars, workshops round tables etc. and did not meet the criteria of the PSP programme. The field and significance of the mutual project was not evident.

The six projects  that were rejected financing are:

PSP 25/2005

-  Interactions between Heparin and TNF ALPHA Analogues or Lymphotoxin- Alpha;  Implications in Cancer Therapy 

National Institute of Chemistry , Ljubljana, dr. Viktor Menart      
National Institute for Biological Standards and Control (NIBSC), Hertefordshire, dr. Barbara Mulloy – the three years of the project expired; the research theme of the projects PSP 17 and PSP 21 is from the scientific point of view too thin and similar – project rejected

PSP 26/2005

-   Biological Testing of TNF ALPHA Analogues of Hepatocytes in Vitro 

National Institute of Chemistry,  Ljubljana, dr. Vladka Porekar

National Insitute of Biological Standards  and Control, dr. Anthony Meager – too thin scientific and research theme; similar research subject between projects PSP 17/2005 and PSP 21/2005 – project rejected      

PSP 27/2005

-   Industrial  Pollution and Sustainable Development

University of Maribor, Faculty of Chemistry and Chemical Engineering, dr. Marjana Simonič

Queen´ University Belfast, David Keir Building, dr. Bhaskar Sengupta – proposed extension of the project was rejected as there was only a conference planned, no research involved and thus did not meet the criteria required 

PSP 28/2005

-   Experimental Approach to Continuous Casting of Ni-based Superalloy such as GMR 235 and IN 713C 

University of Maribor, Faculty of Mechanical Engineering, dr. France Zupanič

Ross and Catheral LTD, dr. Derek Hendley – exploratory visit in 2004, PSP project for 2005 rejected 

PSP 29/2005

-  Scale up of the Bioremediation of Preservative Treated Wood Wastes Process
University of Ljubljana, Biotechnical Faculty, Dr. Miha Humar
Buchinghamshire Chilterns University College , Dr. Sam Amartey – realizaton of the project  can be achieved by by electronic means

PSP 30/2005

-    Regulation of Metabolism in Aspergillus Niger    

National Institute of Chemistry, Dr. Matic Legiša

University of Strathclyde, Royal College Building , Glasgow, Scotland, Dr.Michael Mattey,

- realization of the project can be achieved by electronic  mail
Agreed in Ljubljana, on  February 9,  2005.

Dr. Franc Demšar                                                                                          Dr. Robert   Monro

Slovene Research Agency                                                                           The British Council
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